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1. Introduction 

This report describes the dissemination activities carried out until M12 by the UoM team in the 

VIDI-VIDEO project. The conducted actions are in the area of video surveillance and include two 

main tasks: the creation of a usergroup for the research community on videosurveillance and the 

diffusion of the Video Surveillance Online Repository (ViSOR) related to Task 7.7 [4].  

 

 

TASK 7.7  VIDEO SURVEILLANCE (from the VidiVideo Annex)  
 
Surveillance video collection  
An important element of the task is to create a contact with user groups of surveillance 
enabling a higher impact of the results of VIDI-Video. Different sources of surveillance data 
video will be available, such as fixed indoor and outdoor cameras, mounted at high positions 
with a large field of view, moving cameras with pan, tilt and zoom capabilities, fixed indoor 
cameras, and mobile cameras, such as those mounted on board of cars of some private 
surveillance companies. At UoM tools and video analysis techniques have been developed, 
and could be used to further provide annotation for a posteriori logging. It could also be used 
as a searching system for activities detection in case the VIDI-Video system is too general in 
its capabilities. 
The task will perform the following activities:  

- Providing a large collection of security and surveillance videos, in order to create a complete set of views 
of a significantly wide area, covering a 24 hours time frame, with different, also non-overlapping, 
views. Videos will be provided about outdoor and indoor scenes, such as roads, public parks, offices 
and university campus. This allows potential queries such as find me all sequences that contain a 
person pushing a stretcher from 6.00am to 6.30am or give me all the clips of video acquired in this 
area containing a person with a read coat. 

- Metadata annotation in MPEG-7 to ensure interoperability with Task 6.2 and 4.1, allowing us to provide 
additional features and metadata to the query engine.  

- Testing the capability of the concept detection techniques developed in the project, by means of a sub-set 
of thesaurus such as people, face, car, bicycles, all providing insight in a surveillance setting.  Videos 
will be provided about outdoor and indoor scenes, such as roads, public parks, offices and university 
campus.  

- Compare the results obtained with the general-purpose features extractors and invariants, as defined in the 
Tasks 4.1, 4.2 and 4.3 with specific surveillance techniques that take into account additional 
information such as camera calibration data.  

 
Surveillance User group 
This as preparation to the aim of development of a forum for the surveillance community, able 
to attract user groups which will have the ability of providing new requests and use cases, 
sharing knowledge and annotated video and testing different approaches to the video 
surveillance application field. 
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2. Videosurveillance Forum 
 

An important aspect for a research community is the information exchange and the opportunity to 

share opinions, requests, comments about the videos and the annotations, and so on.  

The online portal of Visor [1] includes a forum in which one topic for each video, generic topics on 

video surveillance, and topics on VISOR (e.g., call for videos) are already active. In addition, each 

registered user can create his own topics.  

 
The access to the forum is free and guest user can read all the posts. The registration is instead 

mandatory in order to post in the forum. 

At the end of December, there were 23 registered users plus 8 staff members.  

The forum is powered by Snitz Forums 2000; a screenshot of the main page is reported in Fig.1. 

 

Fig. 1: SCreenshot of the Forum homepage  
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3. Other dissemination activities 
The Visor System has been presented  during the following events: 
 

14th International Conference on Image Analysis and Processing (ICIAP 2007) 

10-14 September 2007, Modena (Italy) 

ICIAP is one of the most important events covering image processing and pattern recognition which 

is organized every two years by the Italian group of researchers on pattern recognition (GIRPR) 

affiliated with the IAPR (International Association on Pattern Recognition). The topics of ICIAP 

2007 have been organized into main streams, one of which was about Surveillance and Security.    

During the conference UoM did a demo presentation and advertized  the system with posters and 

depliants. 

 

ANSA news bulletin  

13 September 2007 

ANSA (Italian General News Service) is the Italy’s leading newswire providing national and 

international news. The Ansa news agency, created by Italian newspapers in 1945, supplies up-to-

the-minute coverage of events in Italy and around the world. 

The ViSOR system has been segnalated as a new technology available for video surveillance 

researchers. Some screenshots of the news published on different web site in Italian and Spanish are 

reported in Appendix. 

 

VideoGov Summit 

27 September 2007, Rome (Italy) 

VideoGov was a national summit principally for public administration. The topic of the summit was 

the future of the Videosurveillance, with particular attention to real implementation issues.  

UoM has participated as invited speaker presenting the ViSOR portal. 

 

BMVA symposium on "Security and surveillance: performance evaluation" 

12 December 2007, London (UK) 

The BMVA provides a national forum for individuals and organisations involved in machine vision, 

image processing, and pattern recognition in the United Kingdom. The aim of this meeting was to 

provide a forum for the discussion of recent algorithms, results, protocols and datasets for the 

evaluation and validation of computer vision algorithms for security and surveillance. 

UoM participated with an oral presentation [2]. 
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4. Appendix – press clippings 
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